
Faculty Senate Executive Committee Actions 
Wednesday, May 13, 2020 

  
Chair’s Report.  Faculty Senate Chair Steven Kimbrough reported on recent discussions with 
university leaders and applauded their embracing the role of faculty in conversations concerning 
the planning for Penn’s future.  He also reminded SEC members of an important resource offered 
by Penn Libraries: Upon request, Library staff are able to procure e-books for access by students 
who are enrolled in Penn classes.  
 
Past Chair’s Report.  Faculty Senate Past Chair Jennifer Pinto-Martin reported that the Senate 
Ad Hoc Committee on Planning for Post-Pandemic Penn (P4) will hold its first meeting on May 
19.  
 
Get Out the Vote Update.  SEC member and Professor of Communication, Psychology, and 
Marketing, Emily Falk, reported on progress made on the Get Out the Vote initiative since the 
previous SEC meeting.  A university-wide email was distributed to all faculty on May 13 with 
information about registering to vote.  
 
Issues Requiring a Vote.  SEC members voted to endorse a “Resolution on the Individual and 
Institutional Responses of Faculty in the University of Pennsylvania to the Global Climate 
Emergency.”  The resolution is published in full in this issue of Almanac.  SEC members also 
ratified the slate of four faculty representatives on the 2020-2021 University Council Steering 
Committee.   
 
Update from the Office of the Vice Provost for Research.  Vice Provost for Research Dawn 
Bonnell reported on two research-related matters.  First, Vice Provost Bonnell discussed national 
security concerns related to Penn faculty collaborations with international research partners 
following on cases in which U.S.-funded intellectual property has been obtained by some 
international entities in inappropriate ways.  A resource hub launched in partnership with Penn 
Global can be located on the Vice Provost for Research website:  
https://research.upenn.edu/resources/international-partners/.  Second, Vice Provost Bonnell 
shared a Research Resumption Strategy Master Plan with SEC members, which consists of three 
phases that gradually increase research on campus with structures that ensure social distancing 
and safety.  The plan and additional resources can also be located on the Vice Provost for 
Research website:  https://research.upenn.edu/resources/resumption/.  
 
Senate Committee Reports.  SEC heard and briefly discussed reports given by the chairs of the 
Senate’s standing committees.  Reports from all of the Senate’s committees, including interim 
reports from its ad hoc committees, will be published as a supplement of the May 26, 2020 issue 
of Almanac.  
 
Passing the Torch.  Dr. Kimbrough recognized Dr. Pinto-Martin for her three years of service as 
a Tri-Chair to the Faculty Senate and introduced Dr. William Braham as 2020-21 Chair-Elect of 
the Senate.  He also recognized the service of the chairs of the Senate’s Standing Committees:  
Peter Cappelli, Jorge Gálvez, Carol Muller, and Ani Nenkova.  Dr. Kimbrough yielded the floor 
to Dr. Kathleen Hall Jamieson, and SEC members welcomed her as Chair of the Faculty Senate 
for the 2020-21 year.   

https://research.upenn.edu/resources/international-partners/
https://research.upenn.edu/resources/resumption/

	Faculty Senate Executive Committee Actions
	Wednesday, May 13, 2020


